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1. Introduction
• The Kaithi script was proposed for encoding in L2/08-194 (N3389) (prepared by Anshuman 
Pandey), with section 5.11 of this document explaining the KAITHI ENUMERATION SIGN. As 
written, L2/08-194 indicates that the KAITHI ENUMERATION SIGN does not require separeate
code points for the 3 possible uses of the character. 
• However, in document L2/08-370 (N3544), Deborah Anderson has noted that two possible 
uses of the character should be disambiguated and assigned separate code points, with 110BC
KAITHI ENUMERATION SIGN assigned to the inline usage of the character and the format 
control character being encoded as 110BD KAITHI NUMBER SIGN.
• In L2/08-400, Deborah Anderson noted the two uses of the 110BD KAITHI NUMBER SIGN and 
stated:
◦ “If the two uses are distinct and can take multiple digits, a second KAITHI NUMBER SIGN 
seems warranted and should be proposed at the next UTC.”
• Currently, the following charaters are encoded:
• In 2015, Kamal Mansour of Monotype has contacted the Script Encoding Initiative with a 
recommendation to further disambiguate between the two combining uses of 110BD KAITHI 
NUMBER SIGN (combining above and combining below), with each use being assigned its 
own code points due to the semantic distinction between the two use cases.
2. Request
• This proposal requests the addition of one new control format character, with the proposed 
name KAITHI NUMBER SIGN ABOVE at U+110C2.
3. Justification
• In section 5.11 of the Kaithi proposal (L2/08-194), it is indicated that there are two possible 
positions for the Kaithi number sign when combining with digits, with the placement of the 
sign reflecting two different usages. 
• In the image below (from p. 34 of the Kaithi proposal), both usages are present. 
◦ If the sign is written above the digit or digits, it indicates a number in an itemized list, 
similar to U+2116 NUMERO SIGN ("A" in the example). 
◦ If the sign is written below the digit or digits, it indicates a numerical reference ("B", "C", 
and "D" in the example). 
• In the example below, "A" is the first number in a listing, "B" is the court-case number, and 
"C" and "D" represent the plaintiff numbers (Plaintiff 1 and Plaintiff 2).
• Due to the fact that the position of the number sign cannot be anticipated, it is proposed that 
110BD (as proposed in L2/08-370) be assigned to the numerical reference usage (mark below 
digit) and a new code point 110C2 be assigned to the itemized list usage (mark above digit). 
(110BC will remain the code point for the in-line usage of the sign, as indicated in L2/08-370).
• 110BD is assigned the numerical reference usage as it is likely to be the more common usage 
of the character. 
• The glyph for KAITHI NUMBER SIGN ABOVE will be represented as the glyph for KAITHI 
ENUMERATION SIGN placed high in a dotted box to represent the fact that the mark is placed
above the numerals. This is consistent with glyph images for other control format characters:
• The existing glyph for KAITHI NUMBER SIGN is appropriate for the numerical reference 
usage as it is already represented as the glyph for KAITHI ENUMERATION SIGN placed low in
a dotted box, reflecting the fact that the mark will be placed below the numerals. 
4. Character Data
4.1. Glyph
4.2. Character properties
In the format of UnicodeData.txt:
110C2;KAITHI NUMBER SIGN ABOVE;Cf;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
4.3. Linebreaking
In the format of LineBreak.txt:
110C2;AL          # Cf         KAITHI NUMBER SIGN ABOVE
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